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Phone: 02 4403 0650 

Outside front cover, Photos of guide book covers from 20years in the past. 
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 Office Bearers 2021-2022 
The following members make up the committee of the association 

Telephone Numbers– Area Code( 02) 
Marine Rescue Shoalhaven_ Operator……………………………………………………………….4447 4466 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven_ Fax………………………………………………………………………...4447 4067 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven_ Email: base. shoalhaven@marinerescuensw.com.au 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven _ Website: www.shoalrescue.com.au 

Nowra Police………………………………………………………………………………………………………..4421 9699 

Culburra Beach Police….………………………………………………………………………………………..4421 9691 

Jervis Bay Police…………………………………………………………………………………………………...4442 1008 

Berry Police…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..4464 1404 

Huskisson Police…………………………………………………………………………………………………...4441 5779 

Roads & Maritime Services, general enquires…………………………………………………………..13 12 36 

Shoalhaven Memorial Hospital …………………………………………………………………………....4421 3111 

Nowra Private Hospital………………………………………………………………………………………...4421 5855 

Ambulance……………………………………………………………………………………………..……….………...13 233 

Fire Brigade Nowra……………………………………………………………………………………………....4421 0202 

Shoalhaven Visitors Centre…………………………………………………………………..….…………...4421 0778 

Radio Station 2ST………………………………………………………………………………………….……….4423 0055 

National Parks & Wildlife Service………………………………………………………………..……1300 361 967 

NSW Dept Primary Industries, Fisheries Watch…………………………………………………1800 043 536 

                                                      Fisheries NSW Huskisson ……………………………….………4428 3400 

Border Watch………………………………………………….……………………………………………….1800 061 800 

Bomaderry Railway Station…………………………………………………..……………………………...4423 0141 

Emergencies, Ambulance, Fire, Police………………………………………………………………...…………..000 

Marine Guide: Editor: Pat Welch 4447 4704,         Assistant Editor  Marty Kaye 0403 343 082 

   Unit Commander: Bill Carter 

   Deputy Commander: Marty Kaye 

   Treasurer: Paul Windfield  

   Administration Officer: Daniel Sandstrom 

   Administration: Phone 4447 4466 

Committee: *Danielle Carter, Fund Raising Officer 

                      *Mike Boadle, Vessel Operations Officer 

                      *Bruce Mitchell, Radio Co-ordinator 

                      *Ray Jones, Training Officer 

                       *Darryl Halls, Maintenance Officer 
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       Unit Commanders Report 2021-2022 

 

Bill Carter ESM,  

Unit Commander 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven 
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     Deputy Commanders Report 2021-2022 

 

Marty Kaye 

Deputy Unit Commander 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven 
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              Treasurers Report 2021-2022 

 Paul Windfield 

Treasurer  

Marine Rescue 

Shoalhaven 

As for most of us on the South Coast and indeed the rest of Australia, 2021 was a year that presented more than just 

the usual challenges for Marine Rescue Shoalhaven. 

Firstly, and as always, we would like to start by thanking all of our financial SA  boating members for your continuing 

support; your contributions provide more than a quarter of the funds we need to continue to provide service to the 

marine community of the Shoalhaven and are absolutely vital our ongoing work. This is true right now more than 

ever as our income from other fundraising sources has been severely curtailed due to the various lockdowns and 

other restrictions. 

It will come as no surprise to our readership that continuing  to operate through h the covid situation has presented 

a number of immediate operational  and cost challenges , including increased sanitation regimes, personal protec-

tive equipment requirements and restrictions on volunteer numbers n the radio room  and on board on patrol. Of 

course we expect these requirements to continue into the futureand are essential steps in keeping our crews both 

onshore and on board, as safe as we reasonably can, irrespective of the day to day costs. 

Our greatest expensesin 2021 however were operational , and related mainly to planned major engine overhaul and 

survey compliance expenses to ensure that our larger vessel, SA 30 received her full scheduled maintenance which 

was due during 2021 ensuring SA30 is kept at the highest engineering standards as required for rescue vessels. The 

cost of this work in 2021 for SA30 alone exceeded thirty thousand dollars, not including the usual regular mainte-

nance for both SA20 and SA30 and fuel expenses we incur as a matter of course. The net result of a high cost year 

coupled with restricted fundraising has put a strain on our resources of course, however much of the  current situa-

tion was planned for  and the unit moves into 2022 still in good financial shape assuming we continue to receive the 

support of our members. 

Our fundraisers are advanced in their planning for 2022– to keep us active on the water and on the airwaves-

however as I have said already we do need your support! Now more than ever! So when you see us on the water or 

out fundraising  and feel you can get behind us with a few dollars please know we sincerely appreciate it. Every cent 

we raise goes  straight to where our supporters meant it to go _keeping our radio base operational and our rescue 

vessels on the water. 

Again thanks from all of us at Marine Rescue Shoalhaven, to each and everyone of you for your ongoing support– 

Stay safe on the water, wear a lifejacket and remember when things go wrong CALL Marine Rescue Shoalhaven for 

HELP…. Its what we do!     

Phone: 0400 230 982,   Email: treasurer.shoalhaven@marinerescuensw.au 
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    Vessel Operations Manager 

Vessel Crews 

Crew numbers overall  have been stable over the year. Training of Boat Crews was scaled back very signifantly 

during the peak COVID time, but recommenced in June. Since then, it is very pleasing to see that a number of 

people have gained crew and leading Crew qualifications.  

Shoalhaven 20 

This vessel continues to perform well,  

New Navigation electronicis were fitted to the vessel in December 2020 as the previous units  have reached 

the end of their operating life. 

Shoalhaven 30 

This vessel continues to perform well .  

A new lightweight portable  jump starter was added to the vessel inventory. This will make it much easier and 

safer to transfer to a vessel in choppy sea conditions. 

New navigation electronics were also fitted to this vessel in December 2020 as the previous units had also 

reached the end of their operating life. 

West St Wharf Security 

The CCTV system continues to perform well and there have been no security issues this year.         

 

Mike Boadle ESM , 

 Vessel Operations Manager 
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 Rescue Vessels & Specifications 
Vessel Specifications                                 Shoalhaven 30 

Year of manufacture                                                  2011 

Hull material                                                      Fibreglass 

MRNSW Call sign                                                      SA 30 

Length overall ( LOA )                                   11.5 Metres 

Vessel Draft ( M )                                                  1 metre 

Vessel Displacement ( t )                                           10.5 

Minimum crew                                                                  2 

Typical Crew                                                                      4 

Maximum POB ( Sheltered waters)                             15 

Maximum POB ( OPEN ) Waters                                    8 

ENGINES                    2X430HP Yanmar diesel inboards 

Maximum speed ( knots )                                             32 

Cruising speed ( knots )                                                 20 

Fuel Capacity ( litres )                                               1240 

Typical Range ( nautical miles )                                 250 

Typical Endurance ( hours )                                           12 

VHF Radio                                                                       yes 

27 MHz radio                                                                  yes 

DCN Radio                                                                       yes 

Radio direction finder                                                    yes   

Radar                                                                                yes 

Auto Pilot                                                                        yes 

Thermal Camera ( night vision )                                  yes 

Approximate Replacement cost                    $1,000,000 

 

Vessel Specifications                         Shoalhaven 20 

Year of Manufacture                                          2016 

Hull Material                   Marine Grade Aluminium 

MRNSW Call sign                                               SA 20 

Length Overall9 LOA )                           7.5 METRES 

Vessel draft ( m)                                                   0.6 

Vessel displacement ( t )                                     3.5 

Minimum Crew                                                          2 

Engines                   2x150 Suzuki petrol outboards 

Maximum speed ( knots)                                      35 

Cruising speed knots                                              20 

Fuel capacity ( Litres)                                           440   

Typical Range( n/ miles  )                                    180 

Typical endurance( hours)                                      9 

VHF Radio                                                               yes   

27MHz radio                                                          yes 

DCN Radio                                                              yes 

Radio direction finder                                            no 

Radar                                                                       yes  

Auto Pilot                                                                 no 

Thermal camera ( night)                                      yes 

Approximate Replace cost                        $300,000       

 AM McGILVRAY 11          SHOALHAVEN 30 

CROOKHAVEN 11 

SHOALHAVEN 20 
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Fundraising 

Danielle Carter 

Fund Raising Coordinator 
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             From the Radio Room 

To be able to give our SA members and the general boating public the best radio 

coverage available we are planning a major upgrade of our communications 

equipment including the aerial tower , unfortunately this will require a huge fund-

raising effort by our members to raise the $160,000 required to complete this pro-

ject. If we are able to a sizable grant towards the total cost , we could be in a posi-

tion to start the project  in May/June 2023. 

Logging with the APP is proving to be very popular , as there has been marked in-

crease in the number of vessels being logged on with the APP this year. 

When using the APP to log on , if you are able to leave your phone turned on and 

have it update  your position every 30minutes, by doing this in an emergency, it 

will allow us to locate you very quickly. 

When logging on with Marine Rescue Shoalhaven our radio operators are required 

by the State Rescue Board and Marine Area Command ( NSW Water Police) , to 

confirm your vessel registration number, on board mobile phone number ,  car 

registration number and on shore contact number. 

You can also help us to help you , by keeping your contact details on our data base 

up to date with any changes to your mobile/ onshore contact number, vessel/car 

registration. 

I ask you please make sure the radio channel is free before you transmit, speak 

slowly and clearly , listen for any instructions and do not to forget to LOG OFF at 

the end of your days fishing. Stay safe and enjoy your boating  AND MAKE SURE 

YOU HAVE YOUR LIFE JACKET ON. 

Radio Co-Ordinator 

MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN 

Bruce Miitchell ESM 



14 

Radio Frequencies 

used at the 

Pilot House, Crookhaven Heads 

27 Megahertz Band MR Shoalhaven 

Call Emergency channel 88 

Working Channel 90 

 

27 Megahertz Band MR Jervis Bay 

Working Channel 91 

 

VHF Channels            MR Shoalhaven 

Call Emergency Channel 16 

Working Channel 73 

Repeater Channel 81 

Emergency Channels 2182 

 

For the full list of frequencies used at all Marine Bases  within NSW 

phone the Radio Room at the Pilot House with your enquiry, or  phone 

the list of units for the nearest base, as supplied on page 19. 
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  Log on Procedure 

Example of logging on procedure: 

When you want to log on please call: 

 

CHANNEL 16 

MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN, MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN 

THIS IS  SA4084, SA4084 on channel 16   OVER 

 

MRS: SA 4084, SA4084, THIS IS MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN , THIS IS MARINE RESCUE 

SHOALHAVEN PLEASE GO TO CHANNEL 73, GO TO CHANNEL 73, MRS OUT 

 

 

CHANNEL 73 

MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN, MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN 

THIS IS SA4084, THIS IS SA4084,  I WOULD LIKE TO LOG ON     OVER 

 

MRS;  SA 4084 CONFIRMING  YOUR VESSEL REGISTRATION IS( HT590N)  AND YOUR CUR-

RENT MOBILE ENDS IN 595       OVER. 

SA 4084:  MR SHOALHAVEN THAT IS CORRECT    OVER 

 

MRS:  SA 4084 GO AHEAD WITH YOUR LOG ON     OVER 

SA 4084:  MARINE RESCUE SHOALHAVEN I HAVE 3 PERSONS ON BOARD, LAUNCHED AT 

GREENWELL POINT    MAIN RAMP, GOING TO  THE BANKS, ETR1400        OVER 

 

MRS:   SA 4084 ( READ THE DETAILS BACK TO THE VESSEL OF YOUR LOG ON ) IS THAT COR-

RECT        OVER 

 

SA 4084         THAT’S CORRECT       OVER 

MRS      FOR OPERATIONAL REASONS AND YOUR SAFETY WE REQUIRE 

YOU TO CALL ON CHANNEL  16VHF/ 88,27mhz 

MRS    OUT 
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BOAT RAMPS IN THE SHOALHAVEN 

Berry……………………………..……Coolangatta Road into Broughton Creek………………………………………………..Concrete Ramp… 

all boats 

Shoalhaven Heads…………….…off Hay Avenue…………………………………………………..…….…………………….......Concrete Ramp… 

all boats 

Shoalhaven Heads …………..….beach end of River Road ( council/caravan park )……….………………………...…………....Floating 

Pontoon 

Shoalhaven Heads…………..…..Wharf Road……………………………………………………………………...………...……...Concrete 

Ramps...all boats 

Bomaderry……………………….….Off Bolong Road into Bomaderry Creek…………………………………………...……….……….Low Level 

landing 

North Nowra…………..……….....Fairway Drive, Greys Beach into Shoalhaven River………………………………..….….…….Floating 

Pontoon 

North Nowra…………………..….Shoalhaven Ski Park into Shoalhaven River……….….Concrete Ramp…...Ski Boats……....( fee 

applies ) 

Nowra……………………...………..Wharf Road ( Sailing Club) into Shoalhaven River…………….……….……..….Concrete 

Ramp...light boats 

Greenwell Point……..…………..West Street  into Crookhaven River………………………………………………..………..Concrete ramp 

all boats 

Greenwell Point……….…….…..Adelaide Street into Crookhaven River………………………………………….…...Floating Pon-

toon ...all boats 

Greenwell Point……..………….Haiser Road into Crookhaven River…………………………………………………..( Private facility) Bowl-

ing club 

Orient Point……………………..Otranto Avenue into Crookhaven River………………………………………..…………..…………….Floating 

Pontoon 

Crookhaven Heads…………….Prince Edward Avenue……………………………………………………………….…………….Concrete Ramps 

all boats 

Currarong………………………….Warrain Crescent into creek……………………………………………………..……………..Concrete Ramps 

all boats 

Currarong…………………………..Yalwal Street into ocean……………………………………………………....………..Concrete Ramp ( Day 

use only) 

Callala Bay………………………...Watt Street into Jervis Bay………………………………………………..………………….…….Concrete ramp 

all boats 

Myola………………………………….Beach Street into Currumbene Creek………………………………………...……...…...Concrete Ramp 

all boats 

Woolamia…………………………...Frank Lewis Way into Currumbene Creek………………………………………………….……...Low Level 

Landing 

Huskisson…………………………..off Owen Street into Currumbene Creek…………………………………....……………..Concrete Ramp 

all boats 
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SHOALHAVEN FISHING LOCATIONS 

             LOCATION NAME GPS POSITION N/MILES FROM MR 

ENTRANCE  LARGE  BOMBORA 

 

34 53.706S   150 46.479E 

 

0.6 

ENTRANCE SMALL BOMBORA 34 53.848S    150 46.479E 0.4 

CURRARONG/BOMBORA 34 59.517S    150 50.089E 6.4 

GERROA SMALL BOMBORA         34 47.091S   150 49.112S                             7.5 

         GERROA BIG BOMBORA         34 47.588 S   150 48.850E                            7.0 

  BLACK POINT SAFE TURN POINT         34 47.130E   150 49.475E                            7.4 

Kiama Harbour  
Safe turn Point 

        34 40.018s   150 52.084E                            9.5 

            BLOCK & CHEESE         34 58.200S   150 58.380E                           11.0 

           KIAMA BLUE EYE         34 47.900S    151 10.760E                             21.0 

 BERRY ON STEPS 100 FATHOMS         34 55.860S    151 05.170E                           16.0 

           JERVIS BAY CANYONS         35 12.000S    150 58.500E                           21.0 

      BANKS MARK 100 FATHOMS         35 00.900S    151 03.710E                           16.0 

           DRUMSTICK CANYON         35 08.400S    151 00.710E                           19.0 

                  NOWRA HILL         34 53.339S    150 48.814E                             2.4 

                      STEPS                                           34 56.254S    150 54.341E                             7.2 

     SHSC ARTIFICIAL  REEF          34 50.96S      150 47.73E                                    3.4 

                     BANKS         34 56.945S   150 55.664E                                 8.4 

               JIMMIES HUMP          34 57.264S    150 54.693E                             7.8 

                  SHALLOWS          34 58.653S    150 52.881E                             7.2 

             BURKETTS INNER          34 56.940S    150 49.382E                             4.0 

           MISSION GROUND          34 50.573S    150 54.346E                             7.7 
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 Safety in the entrance 

As most of us know, crossing the Crookhaven Heads bar can at times be dangerous and has been on 

occasions fatal. We are fortunate in the respect that it is well marked and that there is a definite chan-

nel, not like the bar at Sussex Inlet . Grounding is very unlikely provided that the general rules of naviga-

tion and common sense are applied. In the event of engine failure anywhere in the channel , 

1 Do not panic 

2 Drop anchor with adequate rope , if on the out tide. This should prevent you from drifting helplessly 

onto the bombora or to New Zealand. If engine failure occurs on the in tide, attempt to guide your boat 

in by paddle, but this decision depends totally on prevailing winds and the size of your vessel , if in 

doubt anchor, this this should reduce the chances  of swamping and drifting into a dangerous situation 

where the loss of boat and/ or life could eventuate. 

 

3 Put on your lifejacket which already be worn before entering the vicinity of the heads, do not waste 

time trying to analyse the cause of the engine failure. Every second wasted could mean another metre 

closer to  disaster. If you are fortunate enough to have an auxiliary motor, by all means use it, that is 

what is there for. 

 

4 Contact Marine Rescue Shoalhaven Radio Base and inform the operator of your predicament. 

 

5 If at night ensure your navigation lights are on, this could save you from wearing the bow of another 

boat or even worse a trawler . They will assist in the locating of your boat when help is on it’s way. By all 

meansonce the aforementioned has been done, try to remedy the fault, but again be careful, hanging 

over the top of an outboard motor can be just as dangerous as the predicament from which you hope-

fully saved yourself. Assist other boats in the safe navigation of the channel by not fishing in the sea 

causing unnecessary obstacles. This is very prevalent during holiday seasons, you are not only causing a 

hazardous situation to other boats, but also to yourself with the risk of swamping from the wash of oth-

er vessels. This last comment is aimed at the many holiday makers who overload  undersized boats and 

all  crowd around the channel and heads area, like flies on a three day old mullet. 

 

EXPOSURE AND HYPOTHERMIA 

A popular misconception is that alcohol helps you keep warm in an exposure situation .This is not so. 

Tests have shown that the cooling rate is increased by about 20%  when under the influence due to a 

reduction in automatic responses , i.e, less shivering ( the body’s attempt to counteract large heat loss ) 

more blood flow to the surface areas . One would die happier but sooner in the course of your activities 

at sea, whether pleasure or in carrying out your occupation the possibility of having to rescue a survivor 

form the wateris quite real. It’s one thing to  haul a shivering or unconscious victim aboard. It’s another 

to know what to do to restore their body core temperature to normal. 

As with all emergency situations, an awareness what to do first, ie, first aid is essential.  
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What is Borderwatch? 

Border Watch is the Australian Border Force’s in-

dustry and community participation programme. 

If you see or hear something unusual in your local 

area relating to the illegal import or export of 

goods, people or wildlife, contact Border Watch. 

You know your local region, your customers and 

your regular visitors. You know what is normal 

and what is unusual. If you see or hear something 

that you consider suspicious, something illegal 

may be occurring. 

Information provided by members of industry and 

the community has resulted in  manysignificant 

detections of drugs and other prohibited imports. 

Your information could be the missing link that 

leads to another successful Australian Border 

Force operation. 

Even if you’re not sure, make a report. Others 

may also have made similar reports that, put to-

gether, show a pattern of behaviour. 

You can call anytime , as we operate 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. The officers answering 

your call are experienced and will act quickly 

where necessary, even in remote areas. 

Help protect Australia’s border, and protect our 

way of life by reporting suspicious activity to Bor-

der Watch on 1 800 06, or at www.border.gov.au/

borderwatch. 

What to look for on land 

1 .Unusual activity on beaches or in remote areas 

2, Light aircraft landing or taking offa night and 

newly constructed airstrips. 

3. Vehicles on roads and tracks not usually used. 

4. Unexplained lights or signalling devices 

5. Hidden campsites or fuel dumps 

6. Evidence of interferencewith flora or fauna. 

What to tell Border Watch 

1. The time and date and place of the incident 

2. What you saw or heard 

3. A description of the people  involved ( e.g. age, 

sex ,build height, appearance. 

4. A description of the transport involved. ( e.g. vehi-

cles, planes , boats ) 

5. Registration numbers, call signs and identifying 

marks. 

Other signs to look for 

1. unusually large cash payments 

2. Cryptic or unusual radio messages 

3. Reluctance to be identified 

4. Asking questions about Australian Border Force 

or other law enforcement  agency activity. 

 



 
Marine Rescue 

Shoalhaven 
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Volunteer applications 

Email: admin.shoalhaven@marinerescuensw.com.au 
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Interested in becoming a Marine Rescue 

Shoalhaven Volunteer Member 

Marine Rescue Shoalhaven ( MRS) are always on the look-

out for new volunteers to contribute to the smooth  and 

efficient operation of our unit. Volunteer members must 

be aged 16 years or older. 

Our members come from all walks of life, and there’s a 

job for almost everyone at their local unit, whether it’s 

crewing an offshore search and rescue vessel , maintain-

ing radio communications at the base or providing fund-

raising, administrative or other support. More than 25 per 

cent of our members are women, and we are committed 

to reflecting the community we serve, encouraging wom-

en, individuals from non-English speaking backgrounds 

and all ages (over 16) to join us. 

We look forward to welcoming you aboard. 
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